
Recidivism refers to the rate at which people are re-incarcerated after being released from jail or

prison (Berry et. al, 2018, p. 132). Across the United States, men and women are released from

prison and the challenges of society cause them to reoffend. Taking into account the differences

in the lifestyles of men and women can lower rates of recidivism.

In general, males who are under the age of
26 at their time of release, and have a

history of incarceration are at high risk for
recidivism (Berry et. al, 2018, p. 134).

Being married can serve as a proxy, or a
protective factor towards recidivism.

Increased quality of support and social
supports lowers men and women's risk of

reoffending (Berry, et. al, p. 134).
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Most risk and needs assessments tools of recidivism  have
been developed to serve males. It has been argued that
these tools don't fully identify the female criminogenic

risk factors of...(Goulette, 2020, p. 33)
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Effects of Poverty on Women

"Using data from a self-report study of
rearrest and parole or probation violations of
134 female felony offenders from one county

in the State of Oregon and in the cities of
Minneapolis and St. Paul in Minnesota, the
authors argue that poverty increased the

odds of rearrest considerably. Women in their
sample who were given state-based financial

support to address short-term needs like
housing were 83% less likely to reoffend than
those who did not" (Bosworth, 2004, p. 181).

The Big Issue



Solutions and Implications

      Programs and policies should be created that are
more oriented to the needs of women when they are
released from prison, to reduce their risks of
recidivism. 
       From 2006-2007, Pauline K. Brennan examined
the recidivism outcomes for women that exited the
Women-at-Risk program (Brennan, 2007, p. 1). The
program takes a holistic approach to the treatment
of women when they are released from prison, and
was ultimately more oriented to the needs of women
(Brennan, 2007, p. 1). 
      The results from this study showed that the
women who graduated from this program were less
likely to be re-incarcerated than those who did not
(Brennan, 2007, p. 1).
      In order for the differences between men and
women to become less aparent within recidivism,
programs and policies need to be developed that
adequately address and fulfill the unique needs of
men and women.

Sources
Berry, K. R., Kennedy, S.C., Lloyd, M., Veeh, C. A., & Tripodi, S. J. (2018). The Intersectional

Effects of Race and Gender on Time to Reincarceration. Justice Quarterly,37(1), 132–160.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07418825.2018.1524508?casa_token=PpU
ma0tlS1AAAAAA%3AvU8JZ-OYMgYUg1ygYkSZegwLhV9iKqabO5mqdforYx82XKBEyC8LN2
NtLJ60nB1Xpfcb4IW9yZctfg.

Bosworth, M. (2004).Gender, Risk, and Recidivism. Criminology & Public Policy, 3(2),181–183.
https://doi-org.pallas2.tcl.sc.edu/10.1111/j.1745-9133.2004.tb00034.x

Brennan, P. K. (2007). AGender-Responsive Intervention that Reduces Recidivism: The 
Women-at-risk Program. Conference Papers -- American Society of Criminology, 1–3.

Goulette, N. (2020). What are the Gender Differences in Risks and Needs of 
Males and Females Sentenced for White Collar Crime? Criminal Justice 
Studies, 33(1), 31–45.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1478601X.2020.1709951?
casa_token=PSh8PkDuFQMAAAAA%3AYnmvC5dwqAGJfrobIfER_fAUxIxJ--
STvXG0tZeJP4I5r240XO4f08_xLVzatOGPcm75MTK39jlOoQ.


