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In 2004, 22.3% of all women in
prison received help for their

mental health issues. 5.8% had
an overnight hospital stay. 15.8%

were prescribed medication
after being incarcerated. 11.3%

were already on medication
before they were arrested.

Finally, 11.8% of women
received professional therapy

during their time in prison.
(James et al., 2006)

Most prisons do not have the staffing or funding in order to have
professional health care workers in the prison (Ritacco, 2019). In

most cases this means the prison staff has to determine if a
prisoners case is severe enough, even though they are not qualified

to make that decision (Ritacco, 2019). In the rare chance they do
decide that a prisoners case is severe enough, they have to send
them to hospitals and doctors outside of the prison (James et al.,

2006)
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73%
of women in prison

have a mental health
problem

(Tripodi & Davis, 2012)
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McPhail, Falvo, and Burker outline three phases in their paper
on how we can help women prisoners based around their

mental illness. 
(McPhail et al., 2012)
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