
26 August 2021

Mr. Michael S. Regan
EPA Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 204605

Dear Mr. Regan:

I am taking the time to write you this letter to inform you of certain matters regarding various
businesses here in the United States and how they are making impacts on a global scale. The
method in which a great number of companies ship their plastic around the globe has been, and
will continue to, create a sort of calamity which has been affecting populations worldwide.
Nurdles, or the tiny plastic pellets many large companies use to ship plastic around the world
with a sort of “convenience” have devastated innumerable natural habitats-- causing a sort of
calamity for fishing industries and allowing for millions to consume more and more plastic each
year-- while simultaneously contributing to the growing climate change crisis intensively.

Transporting plastic around the world on ships in the form of nurdles has proved convenient for
various companies through the years and it is therefore understandable why these corporations
have taken to this means of transportation of its plastic; however, since these pellets are so small
and easily lost at sea, they have been taking beaches and other coastal areas by storm in recent
years. These beaches which house a juggernaut of plastic debris, including thousands, if not
millions, of nurdles, have not gone unnoticed by tourists and beachgoers in regions that depend
on ecotourism to survive economically.

The impacts these nurdles have been having on the environment in recent years is not only
alarming to those finding these plastic pellets on the beach, but are perilous to the wildlife living
in these areas where nurdles are constantly found. These impacts are being seen, not only by
tourists and beachgoers but by fishing industries who rely on a healthy fish market to make a
profit.

It is always said that impacts of climate change and plastic pollution which litter our world are
predicted to make impacts in the future, but the future is here. The catastrophes predicted to be
seen as a result of climate change have already begun: Islands such as the Carterets are being
drowned by our world’s oceans increasingly each year. Belligerent wildfires are tearing through
various regions of our planet. Hurricanes are hitting coastal areas harder and much more



aggressively each year, leaving places like Louisiana devastated for years to come. And despite
some of our best efforts, an incalculable amount of species are facing the brink of extinction.

In order to see real change, it is vital that stricter regulations are placed on companies which ship
plastic in the form of nurdles across our world’s oceans. Mitigating the amount of nurdles lost at
sea will ultimately make a remarkable impact on the health of our oceans, therefore protecting
profits made from ecotourism as well as the fishing industry. If action is not taken immediately
to battle this climate crisis which impacts us all, the world will continue to face unimaginable
repercussions.

Sincerely,
Lindsay Dunbar


