
Henry McMaster
Governor of South Carolina
1100 Gervais Street
Columbia SC, 29201

Dear Governor McMaster,

My name is Rebecca LeBlanc. I am a student at the University of South Carolina and a
registered voter in the state of South Carolina. In 2018, the CO2 emissions recorded for South
Carolina were 73.5 million metric tons of carbon, which was higher than it had been in previous
years.1 It’s been studied and discussed many times how CO2 emissions have begun to raise
the temperature of the globe, however this is not the only impact being currently studied.

Ocean acidification refers to the act of the pH of the ocean decreasing due to added CO2
molecules. With an increase in CO2 emissions from humanity, more than 30% of atmospheric
carbon gets absorbed into the ocean and forms carbonic acid, eventually resulting in the
amount of hydrogen and carbonate ions increasing and lowering the pH of the water. Since the
industrial revolution, 400 billion tons of carbon has been added into the atmosphere, resulting in
a .1 pH drop.2 Over time, this harms the species living in the ocean. An increase in carbonate
atoms bonds to organisms that have calcium carbonate shells, such as corals and oysters, and
causes them to dissolve or grow to smaller sizes than they used to. If corporations continue
using a business as usual model for carbon emissions, these small organisms will be unable to
grow, reproduce, or even survive. This will, in turn, harm organisms higher up in the food chain,
such as fish that are caught and sold by South Carolina’s fisheries. Phenomena such as this will
be detrimental to South Carolina. With a large segment of the state’s population living on the
coast, and portions of the economy relying on tourism and fishing on the coast, issues such as
this in the ocean could harm South Carolina’s population and economy past the point of no
return. Since fish populations will be decreased due to the decrease in their food availability,
coastal fisheries will be put out of business, therefore losing money usually in circulation in the
state. Not only will this harm the economy, but it will decrease the amount of jobs available to
people on the South Carolina coastline.

It is important that we as a state take this seriously and find real ways in which this can be
remedied. Taxing large corporations for carbon emissions, education in schools about climate
change, and promoting the use of green energy. I urge you to consider policy change that would
tax large corporations in South Carolina that produce large quantities of carbon emissions, for
the safety of the oceans and for the continuation of the human race.

Sincerely,
Rebecca LeBlanc



1
https://knoema.com/atlas/United-States-of-America/South-Carolina/CO2-emissions#:~:text=In%
202018%2C%20CO2%20emissions%20for,tones%20of%20carbon%20in%202018.
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https://nca2014.globalchange.gov/report/our-changing-climate/ocean-acidification#:~:text=Over
%20the%20last%20250%20years,of%20surface%20waters%20by%2030%25.&text=Although%
20the%20average%20oceanic%20pH,faster%20than%20known%20historical%20change.


