
November 30th, 2021

Mr. Harris Pastides
Interim President
University of South Carolina
102 Osborne Admin Building
Columbia, South Carolina, 29208

Dear Mr. Harris Pastides,

I am pleased to be writing to you about our very own University of South Carolina as I care
deeply for this institution. The University of South Carolina is a wonderful campus that provides
incredible opportunities for academic and professional career advancement as well as the
privilege of enjoying life on such a beautiful campus. I myself have been able to expand my
appreciation for the beauty of this campus through my involvement with the School of the Earth,
Ocean, and Environment (SEOE). I am currently a sophomore pursuing degrees in both Marine
Science and Environmental Science, and this curriculum has exposed me to the environmental
challenges that the world faces today. The emerging global issue of climate change has
permeated the news and sparked a movement for environmentally based research in an effort to
search for potential mitigation strategies.

Climate change occurs as a result of increased carbon dioxide emissions into the atmosphere,
which further contributes to issues such as global warming, ocean acidification, sea level rise,
and higher levels of atmospheric pollution, all issues detrimental to the ecological resilience of
the ocean. There are incredible facilities on this campus that are doing important work in an
effort to understand more about our oceans and climate change, yet the SEOE is only a fraction
of the population on this campus. The vision for sustainability on this campus is to promote “a
culture of Sustainability that embodies the triple bottom line of Environmental Resilience,
Economic Prosperity, and Social Justice in all aspects of our teaching, research, service, and
operations.” This vision statement is taken directly from the UofSC webpage, and I firmly
believe that we should not be limiting ourselves to this community alone. We should be
conscious of the impact our carbon footprints can have on nearby coastlines. I feel that if I were
not in the SEOE, I would be unaware of the benefit of all our community can do for the ocean.

As an environmentally conscious individual and a student here at UofSC, I am imploring you to
advise the following administration to implement a more direct Sustainable Carolina initiative.
The sustainability initiative is a well-established initiative with a solid foundation rooted in the
SEOE, but I am confident that this student body, with the assistance of faculty mentors and a
supportive administration, can take the sustainability initiative even further. As of 2019,
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill was ranked the number one American university for
sustainability in the Times Higher Education Impact Ratings. Improving our sustainability status
can increase the draw to this university while also valuing our earth as it’s the only earth that we
have.



If University of South Carolina were to advocate for the sustainability across the campus of over
30,000 students, we could make a change in our community and beyond. In fact, I believe that
the student body should be used as a resource to promote creative methods for environmental
conservation. Competitions surrounding conservation between the organizations and clubs on
this campus would promote a sense of community and ultimately benefit the environment. We
could also establish a point system, much like the point system used for sporting event
attendance, to serve as an incentive for student involvement in a potentially new initiative.

I am presenting this to you, Mr. Pastides, because you are a valuable part of the Gamecock
Community. If you were to support the improvement of the sustainability initiative, I’m sure that
the rest of this campus would follow suit. I implore you to use your voice, your position, your
love for this institution. Be an advocate for the University of South Carolina and be an advocate
for the environment.

Sincerely,

Mikayla Radek
Student of University of South Carolina ‘24


