
December 2, 2021

Mr. Tim Scott
U.S Senator
717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Dear Mr. Scott:

I write to address my concern about the elementary, middle, and high school systems and their role in
teaching students about environmental science.  I am a junior at the University of South Carolina and am
pursuing a degree in Marine Science.  My concern stems from the education I received growing up in the
South Carolina school system, and the education other younger kids are receiving.  As a student, I had the
option to take at most two courses in environmental science.  There were not any major labs that were
environmental science and most importantly, it wasn’t heavily recommended.  I find this to be an issue as
climate change is more and more relevant today and without proper science communication, we will have
a continuous issue with those that do not believe in science.  There were many guidance counselors who
heavily recommended chemistry and physics but not environmental science.  I find that courses in
environmental science or marine science are just as important as other science classes. Raising the next
generation of children who understand climate science and what is going on in their communities will be
the difference in reducing flooding and warmer temperatures in our home state. These courses should be
recommended just as much.  Growing up with two parents that are teachers, I noticed several curriculum
changes that were meant to benefit the student.  I felt as if there was some betterment but there is still
room to increase the exposure of atmospheric, geospace, and ocean sciences curriculum.

I do not wish to make it seem like there was no exposure to this topic, but I rather recommend more
emphasis on it.  A colleague of mine had a wet lab, a lab where various liquids such as seawater are
stored, in Iowa and they were able to take care of marine species daily.  I think that South Carolina could
benefit from something like this because of the proximity to the ocean and the possibility to take field
trips for lab data retrieval and garner interest in the field.  Also, there is a NOAA facility that is
responsible for great oceanographic work in South Carolina located not far from several school
communities in the state.  These could all be potential opportunities for kids to learn and engage in the
world around them so that when they are of voting age, they can make educated decisions about climate
issues that affect them and their families.

I hope that this letter provides a good insight into what South Carolina school systems and the children
educated within them could benefit from.

Respectfully,

Brandon Savela
Student at the University of South Carolina


