
December 2, 2021

Sen. Marsha Blackburn
Tennessee Senator
United States Congress
100 Peabody Place Suite 1125
Memphis, TN 38103

Dear Senator Blackburn:

I am writing to you today to raise awareness for a national problem that has been impacting our
oceans for years and is continuing to get worse. This problem is plastic pollution.

Globally, 8 million tons of plastic end up in the ocean each year. Currently, there is 5.25 trillion
macro and micro pieces of plastic in the ocean and 46,000 pieces in every square mile of ocean,
weighing around 269,000 tons, resulting in 40 percent of the ocean’s surface covered in plastic.1

Companies in the United States produce over 35 million tons of plastic each year with about 10
percent of that ending up in the ocean.2 The four main contributors to plastic pollution in the
United States are Coca-Cola, Pepsi, Nestlé, and Unilever.3 Three of these four companies have
production plants in Tennessee.

This is a serious problem because plastic debris injures and kills fish, seabirds, and marine
mammals. Marine plastic pollution has impacted at least 267 species worldwide, including 86%
of all sea turtle species, 44% of all seabird species and 43% of all marine mammal species. These
impacted species may have died due to any of the following as a result to plastic pollution;
suffocation, starvation, ingestion of plastic, infection, entanglement, or drowning. In 2010, a
California grey whale washed up dead on the shores of the Puget Sound. Researchers
discovered a pair of pants, a golf ball, more than 20 plastic bags, small towels, duct tape, and
surgical gloves in the stomach of the deceased whale. Of seabird chicks sampled, one study
found approximately 98% contained plastic in their digestive system.4

Not only does plastic pollution effect marine animals, global warming, and the rise in ocean pH
levels, but also effects human health. In a 2008 Pacific Gyre voyage, Algalita researchers began
finding that fish are ingesting plastic fragments and debris. Of the 672 fish caught during that
voyage, 35% had ingested plastic pieces. 386 marine fish species are known to have ingested
plastic debris, which includes 210 species that are commercially important. Eating fish that are
known to consume microplastics can transfer into the human bloodstream and can lead to
blood clots.5

Petitions and suggestions have been made to local and national governments, but big cooperate
companies only care about the bottom line and if that means using plastic because it saves
them money, then they won’t change. Most of the American population could care less about
the plastic in the ocean because for them, plastic is cheaper and more coinvent. Change will
have to start at the individual level. For example, using paper bags instead of plastic bags or



using reusable straws. Until the majority of the population is directly affected by the pollution of
plastic in the ocean, big change will never happen. But I believe when people start to realize,
local and federal governments will begin placing regulations and funding projects to resolve this
issue.

I would like to conclude this letter by asking you to speak up and help raise awareness towards
plastic pollution. I would encourage you to speak with your fellow congressmen about using
government spending to educate the public on this issue and proposing bills to both limit the
amount of plastic that is produced in the United States and further regulate how this plastic is
disposed of. The mismanagement of our waste will come back to hurt us and the future
generations of this great country if nothing is done.

Sincerely,

Daniel West
Student at the University of South Carolina
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