
Mark Herring, Esq.
Virginia Attorney General
Attorney General’s Office
202 North Ninth Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Dear Mr. Mark Herring:

My name is AnnJacob Woodson and I live in Chesapeake, Virginia. I graduated from Great
Bridge High School in 2020 and am attending the University of South Carolina. I am an active
member of the community as I am a Chief Officer of Election and am the Student Liason on the
Chesapeake Public Schools Empower 2025 Strategic Planning Unit. I am writing to you
today about making an area of the Chesapeake Bay a Marine Protected Area of the
Chesapeake Bay, this is important not only to me but to others in our community as well. Before
I explain any further I would like to thank you for filing a suit against the Environmental
Protection Agency, and calling them out on their failure to adequately protect the Chesapeake
Bay.

The Chesapeake Bay is an integral part of the day to day life of those living in the coastal plains
region, but also is imperative for the life of those across Virginia. With the Virginia Beach
boardwalk, the Eastern Shore of Virginia, the Newport News Shipyard, and countless others-
the Bay provides resources, economic value, recreational activities, and ecosystem support.
The Bay is full of rich history taught in all Virginia Public Schools from John Smith entering the
Bay to settle America to the history of the ironclad battle of the Monitor and the Merrimack
during the Civil War, there is precious history and there could be more to come if we can
preserve it. With all of these things we are getting from the Bay there is very little being done to
maintain it and protect this piece of history and vital resource. As the Bay is the largest estuary
on the East Coast, it hosts runoff from a variety of rivers from different counties, many of which
are farming communities. This is greatly affecting the oxygenation rate, and therefore the
species diversity of the Bay. The Save the Bay Foundation has been working tirelessly to
restore the Bay by hosting Bay Clean-up Day, educational classes at The Learning Barge for
school aged kids, and even bringing in many oysters to help the water quality. This is the issue I
would like you to address and advocate for in the upcoming election. While Chesapeake Bay
oysters are popular all over the country and contribute to much of the money made from the Bay
(I have first hand knowledge of this as my grandparents owned an oyster farm in Cape Charles),
continuously removing native oysters will leave our Bay with nothing left to give.

I hope that you will advocate to make a portion of the Bay, specifically where there are many
native oysters, a Marine Protected Area to make oyster fishing illegal and help our Bay last for
years to come.

Sincerely,
AnnJacob Woodson


